IPA ADRIATIC CBC

Concept note
	Project title
	Research and Cooperation on Geographic Indications for agro-food products

	Acronym
	RESCOGIN

	Measure
	Measure 1.1 –  Research and Innovation

	Promoter
	SEEDEV doo

	Contact person
	Remy Reymann

	Address
	Seedev
Jevrejska 7

11000 Belgrade - Serbia

	Tel
	+381 (0) 63 348 097 (contact person)

	Email
	remy.reymann@seedev.org

	Website of the promoter
	www.seedev.org

	Proposed Lead Partner
	To be defined 

	Partnership required
	· Research and educational institutions (private and public) in all countries participating in IPA Adriatic CBC programme. Considering the multi-functionality of Geographic Indications and relative complexity of the topic, various disciplines are to be involved:
· Agriculture

· Human Sciences (e.g. Sociology, Consumer Sciences, etc.)

· Economy and Marketing

· Other types of partners, directly concerned by Geographic Indications, can be considered. Particularly:
· Regional/national authorities in charge of agriculture

· Agencies for intellectual Property

· Associations of producers




	Background
	Protecting and promoting the traditional and regional agro-food products, such as milk and meat products but also some specific fruits and vegetables, become a major concern in all Western Balkans countries. These traditional products which constitute the main assets of many deprived rural areas are therefore a key issue in all rural development plans. Maintaining their production, despite the rapid changes in food marketing and consumption patterns, is considered as a precondition for avoiding rural depopulation and for developing other economic activities such as rural tourism. 
Geographic Indications (GIs) have been experienced as a successful tool in the EU (and even more particularly in the EU countries involved in the IPA Adriatic CBC programme), not only for protecting the name of regional agro-food products but also for fostering the organisation of the producers and supply chains and for facilitating the distribution of the products on national and international markets. Various researches within the EU have also highlighted the multi-functionality of the GIs: positive impact on other economic activities, on environmental protection and, more widely, on the social and cultural dynamics in rural areas.
In Western Balkans countries significant efforts have been devoted during the last decade for implementing or improving the GI system:
· Ministries of Agriculture and/or Agencies for Intellectual Property have established in all countries a legal framework which in most cases in now close to the EU regulations concerning GIs.
· Certification bodies are established or in the way to be established

· As a most visible consequence, the number of agro-food products registered as GIs (PDO or GGG) is increasing in all countries and more and more producer groups, often supported by local or regional authorities, are interested to start a registration process.
Despite the growing importance of GIs in agriculture and rural development, the research community in the Western Balkans did not yet investigate this area or in a very fragmented way. The various aspects related to the role of GIs in agriculture are also therefore rarely included in the academic curricula.

The project aims at filling this gap by fostering R&D on the role and impact of GIs in agriculture and rural development. 
 

	Global Objective
	To support the implementation of the GI system in the Western Balkans

	Specific Objectives

	1. To establish an Adriatic platform for fostering research, exchanges and cooperation in the area of Geographic Indications for agro-food products
2. To systematize the inclusion of GIs in academic and technical training modules 
3. To produce theoretical documentation and adapted  technical guidelines for supporting policy makers and producers in implementing GI system 

	Cross Border dimension
	The project establishes national and regional cooperation networks among Adriatic stakeholders interested in GIs. It fosters academic cooperation among faculties and research institutes. It also tries to define Adriatic specificities in the area of GIs (from the production level to the consumption level)

	Duration
	30 months
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