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Concept note
	Project title
	Agriculture and protected areas in the Adriatic area: the challenge of integrating economic development with environmental conservation

	Acronym
	Adri APA

	Measure
	Measure 2.2 - Natural, cultural resources management and coastal environment

	Promoter
	SEEDEV

	Contact person
	Bruno Toussaint

	Address
	Seedev

Jevrejska 7

11000 Belgrade - Serbia

	Tel
	+387 (0) 62 510 587 (contact person)

	Email
	bruno.toussaint@seedev.org

	Website of the promoter
	www.seedev.org

	Proposed Lead Partner
	To be defined 

	Partnership required
	In all countries participating in IPA Adriatic CBC programme:

· Local and regional authorities

· Protected areas authorities 
· Faculties of agriculture and environment and related research institutes

· Farmers organisations and representatives

· Rural communities living in protected areas
· NGOs specialised in environmental issues and/or rural development


	Background
	At the first glance, agriculture and protected areas could be deemed in a strong opposition regarding their objectives and management requirements. However, it has been highlighted in many situations that their role can be considered as complementary, and since many rural communities are living in protected areas with livelihoods strongly connected to the agricultural activities, the integration of agriculture issues in the management of protected area remain a main challenge for the sustainability of protected areas establishment.

The term «protected area» refer to a wide range of situations and a common understanding has not yet been agreed on at international level. However, the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) set up a typology of the protected areas regarding management standards and objectives and 6 categories have been designed in order to clarify a worldwide terminology.

Protected areas are usually the cornerstone of the natural conservation strategies at national, regional (e.g., Natura 2000 areas in the EU) or international (e.g. World Heritage sites) levels. Depending on the countries and the local strategies, national park, nature reserve, wilderness area, wildlife management area, all these denominations could therefore be gathered under the global term «protected area» and this latter cover today almost 12% of the world’s land surface.

In the Adriatic region there are numerous areas with a high natural and environmental value, among others :

· The Po delta and the natural environments in Veneto (Italy).

· The coastal area in Slovenia with strong demographic pressure.

· The croatian peninsula of Istra.

· The Dinaric Arc (Slovenia, Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro and Albania).

Local authorities developed specific strategies for the environment conservation and for establishing protected areas. However, many managers in charge of these areas are facing difficulties to take into account agricultural activities in the objectives and way of management of the protected areas.

The projects intends therefore to tackle the potential conflicts between protected areas and agriculture which are the following ones :

· Land use and landscape conservation

· Water and forest management

· Agriculture and biodiversity

· Agriculture pollution and environmental standards

· Rural communities livelihoods (picking, hunting...)

Instead of considering agriculture as hindering the process of nature conservation, the project will aim at identifying positive interactions between agriculture and protected areas and will provide to the protected areas managers relevant tools and methodologies in order to integrate the economic development of some protected area through agriculture.



	General Objective
	To integrate the economic development with the environmental conservation through agriculture.


	Specific Objectives


	1. To identify positive interactions between agriculture and protected areas.

2. To enhance collective initiatives and experiences sharing between the stakeholders (rural communities, farmers and protected areas managers)

3. To set up relevant tools and methodologies for the protected areas managers in order to integrate agriculture in their management.

	Cross Border dimension
	The project establishes national and regional cooperation networks among Adriatic stakeholders involved in protected areas management.

	Duration
	30 months
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